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Fayetteville Tech Awarded Grant from Cumberland Community Foundation

 For Early-Intervention Screenings of Pre-Kindergarten Students in Cumberland County
FAYETTEVILLE, NC – December 20, 2011 – Fayetteville Technical Community College has been awarded a grant in the amount of $17,604 from Cumberland Community Foundation for use by FTCC’s Speech-Language Pathology Assistant program.  
The purpose of the grant is to train and deploy Speech-Language Pathology Assistant (SLP-A) students to conduct screenings for North Carolina pre-Kindergarten recipients across Cumberland County.  The service is particularly needed for at-risk four-year-old children who otherwise may not have the opportunity to receive early-intervention screenings.  The service also provides Fayetteville Tech SLP-A students with opportunities to receive hands-on practical training and experience under the supervision of a Speech-Language Pathology Assistant instructor while conducting screenings on 650 preschoolers at 30 private childcare facilities (such as in-home daycare centers, corporate daycare centers, church-affiliated centers) within a one-year period.   

“Fayetteville Technical Community College is pleased to be awarded this grant by Cumberland Community Foundation that will serve two very important purposes—helping our Speech-Language Pathology Assistant students gain valuable hands-on learning and helping at-risk pre-Kindergarteners in Cumberland County by providing early-intervention speech-language screenings,” said Dr. Larry Keen, FTCC President.  “This grant responds to a special need by providing early intervention to at-risk children; our students in the Speech-Language Pathology Assistant program, our faculty members, and our administration are honored to be involved with this outstanding effort that focuses on education and responding to a need to help children in our community.”
Cumberland Community Foundation was established in 1980 by Dr. Lucile West Hutaff (a Fayetteville native) and exists to foster creative change, to encourage and test new ideas, and to work for the common good of all citizens of Cumberland County.   Mary Holmes serves as the executive director of Cumberland Community Foundation.  More information about the Foundation is available at www.cumberlandcf.org.
Charisse Gainey serves as the department chairperson of the Speech-Language Assistant Pathology two-year associate degree program at FTCC.  More information about FTCC is available at faytechcc.edu.  

Founded in 1961, Fayetteville Technical Community College is one of 58 institutions in the North Carolina Community College System. FTCC serves more than 38,000 students annually by providing over 150 occupational, technical, general education, college transfer, and continuing education programs.
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