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Thoracic surgeons treat 
diseases of the esophagus, 
chest wall, lungs and 
diaphragm. 

Most of these specialists work 
in hospitals, clinics and 
private practice. Their job is 
considered by many to be 
tough. They work long hours 
and their week can range from 
60-100 hours per week.

After medical school, it takes  
a total of 7 - 8 years to pursue 
this particular professional 
career. Licensing for this 
occupation, includes gradu-
ation from an accredited 
medical school, passing a 
medical exam and a require-
ment of at least seven years of 
graduate school.

This career is an extremely 
high stress occupation. Men 
still dominate the career 
field, but the opportunities 
for women are limitless.   
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